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PAWS Bottle-feeding Kitten Initiative  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacts: 
Grays Ferry Grant Avenue            
Erica Henn (Sunday-Thursday) Maria Decker (Tuesday-Saturday)       
Angela Peterdi (Tuesday-Saturday) Ashley Matters (Sunday-Thursday) 
215-298-9680 ext. 16 215-545-9600 ext. 71 (Sun-Mon, ext. 69 & 70) 
foster@phillypaws.org maria@phillypaws.org  
 
Volunteer Bottle-feeding Coordinator 
Kat Ferge  katrin.ferge@googlemail.com       
 
Emergencies only (please leave a voicemail or send a text): 

• Grays Ferry: 267-258-8510 

• Grant Avenue: 215-617-3669 
 

If you have a true emergency after hours and have not received a call back within a half hour of 
contacting the emergency phone, contact: 
Robin Ackerman, Director of Operations 
robin@philllypaws.org or 215-852-3999 (text is best) 
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Why Foster? 
Fostering provides temporary homes to potentially adoptable dogs and cats. Moving them into foster 
homes helps to alleviate the burden on an already overcrowded shelter, and saves two lives: the one 
who is fostered and the one who takes its place.  
 

Responsibilities 
Fostering a shelter animal is a wonderful and rewarding experience, but it can also be time consuming 
and hard work. Fostering is needed for sick and injured cats and dogs, litters of kittens too young to be 
adopted, as well as healthy cats and dogs that have behavioral issues or need to be socialized.  
 
To bottle-feed kittens with PAWS, it is required that you read the Kitten Lady’s booklet on bottle-
feeding. PAWS has paper copies, and you can access a digital copy here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z7pwoipf7nxsbld/KittenLady_OrphanKittens.pdf?dl=0 
 

The ideal foster care provider will have basic knowledge of animal care and training, as well as a desire 
to find their foster animal a safe, loving forever home. As a foster parent you will be responsible for 
providing your animal with the basic necessities including food, water and shelter, as well as grooming, 
and basic obedience training. You will also bring your foster animal to our clinic for any necessary 
medical attention including spay/neutering surgery, vaccination boosters, or illness. Please understand 
that kittens, especially bottle-feeding kittens, are young and fragile, and have a high chance of getting 
sick with contagious diseases, such as URIs or pan leuk. They will also likely have fleas, since kittens 
under two pounds in weight are too young to be flea treated; fleas and their eggs can be controlled with 
flea baths (see ‘Fleas’ in the ‘Symptoms of Illness’ section for more information, or ask your foster 
coordinator for instructional videos). Keep your bottle-feeding kittens completely separate from 
resident animals, and always wash your hands before and after handling the kittens to prevent 
transmission of illness. 
 
Foster animals must stay in the immediate care and residence of the foster care provider until they are 
spayed/neutered and ready and an adoptive home has been found. Leaving your animals in anyone 
else’s care is prohibited unless specific arrangements have been made and approved by PAWS. If you 
are unable to foster an animal for the entire length of the foster agreement, please notify PAWS as soon 
as possible so that alternate arrangements can be made. 
 

PAWS requires that all animals be spayed or neutered before going to their adoptive homes. Ideally, 
the animal should recover from the procedure in their foster home. PAWS animals are also 
microchipped at the time of surgery. See the section ‘Spay/Neuter Surgery’ to learn how to schedule 
spay/neuter surgery. 
 

Taking care of foster animals requires a commitment from you to make sure they are happy and healthy. 
Thank you so much for opening your heart and your home to these animals who desperately need your 
help. By participating in this program, you are saving lives and helping animals find the families they’ve 
been longing for. Without you, we could not save as many as we do. Thank you! 
 

Kitten Relays 
Foster homes are crucial to ensure that kittens who come into the shelter with no mother can survive, 
but feeding multiple orphaned kittens every 2-3 hours for 24 hours every day for 4-6 weeks cannot be 
accomplished by shelters that close overnight and it can be a lot to ask of a single person. Thus, PAWS 
has created a “Kitten Relay” program, where we have many foster parents sign up to bottle-feed over 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/z7pwoipf7nxsbld/KittenLady_OrphanKittens.pdf?dl=0


PAWS Cat Foster Care Manual: Page 4 of 12 

the 4-6 weeks. The litter of kittens is passed between foster parents on a pre-determined schedule of 
the foster parents’ choosing, and PAWS even offers daycare to enable those foster parents who work ‘9-
to-5’ jobs to be able to bottle-feed. 
 
The Bottle-feeding Kitten Calendar is how we coordinate schedules of participating foster parents. If 
you were approved to bottle-feed with us, you should have already received an invitation to our Google 
calendar; if you have not, please email fosterhotline@phillypaws.org  with the subject line: “Bottle 
Babies Calendar Request - YOUR NAME”. The calendar will allow you to see who has already signed up 
to bottle feed on certain days. The calendar is also where we keep track of litter transfers between 
foster parents, transport requests, and kitten daycare requests at our Grays Ferry and Grant Ave Kitten 
Nurseries!  
 
When we are getting ready to pull a litter of kittens, we will email out to the group. At that time, there 
will be a link to a form to sign up for days that you can bottle-feed with us. In the “Additional Notes” 
section, please note any specific needs you may have, such as “I need to drop off during the day” or “I 
need someone to drive my kittens to the next foster parent”, etc. Once all the spots are filled for the 
time period we need, we with pull the litter, and the kitten relay begins! 
 
The form will create an event in our calendar, so you should be able to see the days you have committed 
to in the calendar as it updates. Once you submit, you cannot edit your submission without speaking to 
a staff member; all calendar changes can be sent to fosterhotline@phillypaws.org 48 hours in 
advanced...anything less than 48 hours will need to go through your foster coordinator (typically 
Maria@phillypaws.org or foster@phillypaws.org). If the form or calendar breaks, you can email 
erica@phillypaws.org for assistance, she is happy to help! 
Form to sign up to save bottle-babies with PAWS after we email out that we need coverage: 
https://goo.gl/forms/ujzilMMOfMgIX0H22 
 
To make the transition between foster parents as smooth as possible, there is a form to fill out to 
solidify the details of the transition and to alert staff so they always know who has the kittens. 
Details of Litter Transfers Form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/FWjmjKrrhQIZU4Pw2 
It is up to you where and when you want to transfer the kittens to the next foster parent; whatever 
works best for your schedule and their schedule is fine with us! Non-shelter transfers are ideal in order 
to prevent exposing the kittens to illness, but on-site transfers are also acceptable, just be sure to fill out 
the form regardless. 
 
For those of you who work 9-5, we have a Kitten Daycare option. We have two PAWS foster kitten 
nurseries, one at Grant Ave (9am to 6pm) and one at Grays Ferry (8am to 4:30pm).  
Submit a Kitten Daycare Request Form: 
https://goo.gl/forms/sYU14aAYfuUP8GbV2 
We can also coordinate kitten transfers in this way; the person who drops them off for daycare does not 
have to be the same person who picks them up, it should just be noted in the form. 
 
If you need any help coordinating transportation, please email maria@phillypaws.org so she can arrange 
assistance! 
 
 
 

mailto:fosterhotline@phillypaws.org
mailto:fosterhotline@phillypaws.org
mailto:Maria@phillypaws.org
mailto:foster@phillypaws.org
https://goo.gl/forms/ujzilMMOfMgIX0H22
https://goo.gl/forms/FWjmjKrrhQIZU4Pw2
https://goo.gl/forms/sYU14aAYfuUP8GbV2
https://goo.gl/forms/sYU14aAYfuUP8GbV2
mailto:maria@phillypaws.org
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Fostering Orphaned Kittens (“Bottle-feeders”) 
Foster homes are crucial to ensure that kittens who come into the shelter with no mother can survive. 
Kittens need to be weighed every day. For kittens less than 4 weeks old PAWS will provide a nursing kit 
and kitten formula. Cut a small “x” in the nipple with scissors. Formula should drip slowly from the 
nipple when the bottle is help upside down. If the nipple is too small, the kittens will work too hard to 
eat and they will tire before they have had enough. Too large an opening will force too much formula 
into them too fast. Before each feeding, sterilize the bottles and nipples by boiling them in water. Heat 
filled bottles by placing them in hot water for a few minutes. Test to make sure it’s not too hot by 
squeezing a drop or two on your wrist. Never microwave bottles of formula, they heat unevenly and can 
damage some plastic bottles.  
 

Depending on age, the following are general guidelines to how much a kitten should be eating, and how 
much they should weigh: 
 

 
 

Chart courtesy of Maddie’s Fund: 
https://www.maddiesfund.org/assets/documents/Institute/Kitten%20Bottle%20Feeding%20and%20Stomach%20Capacity%20Chart.pdf 
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Kitten positioning for feeding is where the crucial surrogate-mom bonding happens. Kittens are most 
comfortable in a position similar to the one they’d be in if they were nursing from their mother. You can 
place the kitten on its stomach on a towel or soft cloth, or sit cross legged on the floor with the kitten 
inside your legs, and let the kitten place its paws on your legs as it nurses. Open the mouth gently with 
the tip of your finger and slip the nipple in. You will feel a vacuum effect once the kitten gets into suckle 
mode. To keep air from getting into the kitten’s belly, hold the bottle at a 45-degree angle. Let the kitten 
suck at their own pace. If a kitten refuses to take the nipple or won’t suckle, try rubbing it vigorously on 
its forehead or stroking its back. These actions replicate what a mom cat does to stimulate a kitten to 
nurse. Keep in mind that the younger kittens are, the more accustomed they are to staying latched onto 
a mother’s nipple all the time, nursing small amounts periodically. If your kittens are not eating enough 
in one feeding, increase the frequency of feedings.  
 

Aspiration (inhalation of fluids into the lungs) of formula is fairly common. If it occurs, the kitten can be 
turned upside down and gently shaken once to help the fluid drain out. In very young kittens, a small 
bulb syringe or eyedropper can be used to suck the fluids out of the nostrils. Do not feed the kitten any 
more until it has completely cleared the fluid from its lungs. This is usually accomplished by sneezing. 
Aspiration can be a very dangerous situation and can lead to possible pneumonia and death. If crackling 
or popping is heard when the kitten breathes, contact the PAWS clinic right away.  
 

After feeding, you should burp your kitten just like you would burp a human baby. Hold it upright 
against your shoulder and pat it on the back. Kittens less than four weeks will sleep happily after they 
are full: older kittens may want some serious play or cuddle time. It is natural for kittens to suckle on 
each other or on your fingers, even after they are finished eating. This is harmless unless you notice that 
this activity is causing irritation to another kitten’s fur or skin.  
 

If your foster kittens are under 4 weeks old, you will have to help them to eliminate, also called 
‘stimulation’. Normally, the mom cat licks the back end of her babies to stimulate the bowels and 
bladder on a regular basis. After each feeding, gently rub the kitten on its lower abdomen, as well as the 
genitals and rectum, with a cotton ball, cotton pad, or tissues moistened with warm water. Kittens 
should, and almost always will, urinate during each stimulation. They should defecate at least once a 
day. Make sure you rub only enough to cause the kitten to eliminate; over stimulation will irritate the 
area. You can also begin stimulating them over a litter box with their belly down around 4 weeks old to 
promote litter box training. 
 

How to Promote Weaning 
Weaning occurs at about 4-5 weeks. Some kittens may take a little longer, especially those without a 
mom to show them how to eat solid food. You will know when a kitten is ready for the weaning process 
when it is biting the nipple often and forcefully, and is able to lick formula from your finger. Next, get 
the kitten to lap up formula from a spoon. Once they get the hang of that, try putting formula in a flat 
dish. At this time, kitten formula can be mixed with canned food to make gruel. Putting a small amount 
on your finger and gently placing a little in the kitten’s mouth will help the kitten to want more and to 
learn to use his mouth to eat from a plate. 
 

Some kittens will get this right away and some kittens take days. Keep bottle feeding while weaning to 
ensure that your kittens are getting enough to eat. Reduce bottle feeding as their solid food 
consumption increases.  
 

Eventually reduce the amount of formula added to canned kitten food until they are eating just food. It 
is not uncommon for weight gain to slow and minor diarrhea to occur during weaning. A small amount 
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of canned pumpkin (not pie filling) added to their food will usually help with this. If you are using dry 
food, be sure to moisten it, because kittens can’t chew dry food well until they are around 8 weeks old.  

 

Kitten Milestone: 6 Weeks Old 
When a kitten reaches 6 weeks old, we can begin their vaccinations and have them tested for FeLV / FIV. 
These services can be done at our vaccine clinic, and are vital to keeping kittens healthy and safe.  
 

Fostering Young Kittens/Litters 
Never place kittens in deep, loose bedding such as straw, hay or shavings. These materials could 
obstruct breathing or be inhaled and cause respiratory infections. A clean, warm, quiet site should be 
provided for the mother cat to raise her young. A nesting box is essential and should be large enough for 
the queen to comfortably lie away from the litter if she chooses, but small enough so the kittens are 
easy to reach. The sides should be high enough that the kittens cannot wander, but low enough so that 
the mother can come and go with ease. If you are using cardboard or a wooden box, line the bottom 
with heavy plastic. Several layers of clean newspaper should be laid on top of the plastic to absorb 
moisture and odor. Clean, dry, soft, non-raveling, removable material, such as blankets or towels, should 
be placed on top of the newspapers. 
 

Kittens are not able to maintain their own body temperature until they are 2-3 weeks old. The room 
temperature at the level of the young kittens should be 85-95 degrees Fahrenheit. Be very careful if 
using a heating pad or electric blanket as they can become too hot and cause burns. If either of these 
items is used, it should be placed underneath the nesting box and only cover the bottom half of the 
nesting space. Place the cord inside PVC pipe to prevent electrocution caused from a kitten biting the 
cord. Never place a cardboard box containing kittens on concrete: it will draw a large amount of heat 
away from them.  
 

Fostering Sick Animals 
Shelter cats and kittens are frequently exposed to illnesses that can be contagious to other animals. 
These illnesses have incubation periods before symptoms appear. Your foster animals may have been 
infected before going out into foster care, but not show symptoms until after you bring them home. For 
this reason, it is recommended that you isolate your foster animals from your own pets for the first two 
weeks. If symptoms occur once the animal is in your care, please contact us to schedule an appointment 
in our clinic. If you are fostering kittens, please do not take a wait-and-see approach if they are not 
eating or drinking. Please call or email for an appointment and advice on what to do in the meantime. 
 

If your foster cat or kitten is ill when you take it from the shelter you will be provided with medication. 
Common illnesses that befall shelter cats and kittens are: upper respiratory infections; mites (skin and 
ear); intestinal parasites; feline panleukopenia; and, ringworm. These illnesses may compromise the 
immune system of the infected animals and you may be asked to provide a special diet, administer daily 
medication, and ensure that the animal visits PAWS’ clinic as needed. All cats and kittens are tested for 
FIV/FELV, given their first shots (if old enough), dewormed, and flea treated before being sent home.  
 

Important: Any veterinary appointments made outside of the PAWS veterinary clinic are your 
financial responsibility. PAWS will not reimburse you for any medical care received at your own vet. 
Even if we do not have appointments available on a given day, we can typically at least get you in to see 
a tech who can assess the urgency of your foster’s problem. 
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Symptoms of Illness: 
 

Eyes 

• Yellow or green discharge 

• Uneven pupil dilation-seek immediate attention 

• Swollen conjunctiva, including third eyelid 

• White film or cloudiness over eye 

• Yellowing on white part of eyes 

• Red or blinking eyes-eye irritation, conjunctivitis, injury 
Ears 

• Dark, flaky debris or dark, waxy discharge with yeasty smell 

• Yeasty smell with no discharge 

• Painful when rubbed or cleaned 

• Frequent scratching at ear 
 
Nose 

• Yellow or green discharge 

• Scabs or skin loss 

• Bleeding from nose 

• Excessive sneezing 
 

If cats or kittens are having difficulty breathing from being congested, you can put a humidifier in their 
room, or put them in the bathroom with the shower running as hot as possible for 20 minutes at a time. 
Make sure to wipe their noses after they come out of the bathroom. 
 
Mouth 

• Loss of appetite-in adults, for more than a few days. With kittens please call immediately. They 
are at increased risk of becoming hypoglycemic (drop in blood sugar), and severely dehydrated. 

• Increased appetite for over a week 

• Vomiting, usually more than three times 

• Coughing, sneezing, and/or gagging accompanied by phlegm 

• Trouble eating or chewing, painful gums or teeth 

• Bright red gums or pale gums 

• Ulcers or lacerations on gums or lips 

• Excessive salivation, especially a change in the amount of salivation 

• Altered respiration (labored, shallow or “crackling”) 

• Panting, with red skin and/or gums-cat is too hot. Cool by giving slightly salted water or 
electrolyte solution, such as unflavored Pedialyte. 

• Labored breathing with pale or bluish gums: call clinic immediately. 
 
Skin 

• Redness 

• Lacerations 

• Lumps 

• Scabs 

• Frequent scratching 

• Dry coat (if coat is dry and lackluster, it can be due to illness or improper diet) 
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• **Hair loss** This can indicate ringworm, which needs to be diagnosed as early as possible; 
always make an appointment to have any hair loss promptly examined by a vet, otherwise it can 
push back your spay/neuter dates by several weeks 

• **Fleas** Fleas love to infest the rumps, bellies, and armpits of kittens and cats. Kittens who are 
too small to be flea treated should be bathed in lukewarm water with Blue Dawn dish soap 
(avoid ears, eyes, and mouth, and make sure you thoroughly dry the kittens afterwards) every 
few days. On in-between bath days, dry kittens can also have very small amounts of 
diatomaceous earth rubbed on them and then combed out, or put around their enclosure to kill 
live adult fleas, but avoid having any animal or human inhale or ingest this powder. Flea eggs 
can continue to hatch even after all the adult fleas have been removed, so repetitive baths over 
time can remove new fleas as they hatch and prevent further infestation.  

 
Anal/Genital Area 

• Diarrhea (please note: there is a difference between loose stool and true diarrhea, which is 
watery). Loose stool in cats or kittens may be due to stress, change of diet, antibiotics or a minor 
parasitic infection. If they are eating, drinking, and acting normally, give it 24-48 hours to see if it 
clears up. You can add plain canned pumpkin to their food to help soothe the intestinal tract. In 
addition, some diarrhea is normal and to be expected in kittens. Stool that is simply loose and 
not formed is not always indicative of something wrong. 

• If the diarrhea is truly a watery consistency, please call immediately. 

• No bowel movement for more than 48 hours 

• No urination for more than 24 hours 

• Discoloration/changes in feces 

• Hematuria (blood in urine) 
 
Gait 

• Sudden lameness/limping that doesn’t improve with rest within 24 hours 

• Animal experiencing pain upon walking or handling 
 
Temperature 

• Call the PAWS clinic immediately if rectal temperature is 104F or higher. 

• Rectal temperature below 98.5F or higher than 102.5F at rest 
 
Behavior 

• Lethargic, weak 

• Restlessness 

• Poor appetite 

• Increased appetite with weight loss 

• Excessive drinking 

• Increased urination or accidents in the house 

• Straining to urinate or defecate 

• Frequent scratching at skin or ears 

• Crying, whining, or growling 

• Head shaking 

• Seizure or convulsions, seek immediate attention 

• Decreased activity, limpness, and crying for more than 15 minutes can be signs of hypothermia 
or hypoglycemia 
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Administering Medication 
 

Pills: It is essential that medications be given for the full length of time prescribed, even if the cat or 
kitten begins to look and act better. 
 

To administer pills, the cat’s mouth is opened by pulling its upper jaw upward. The upper jaw should be 
grasped behind the long canine teeth with the lips folded in so they will be inside the mouth. Your 
forearm is pushed against the head as the upper jaw is pulled up. If the cat does not open its mouth, you 
can squeeze its lips against its canine teeth and gently force it to do so.  
 

Hold the pill between the thumb and forefinger of your other hand. The third finger is placed on the 
incisors of the lower jaw to hold it down while the pill is dropped on the back of the tongue. The mouth 
should be held shut until the cat has swallowed the pill.  
 

Pet “pillers” are available at pet stores, and are safer than using your fingers to place the pill in the back 
of the cat’s mouth. 
 
Liquid: Whenever possible, cats are given liquid medication. To administer liquids, scruff the cat (it does 
not hurt them), tilt the cat’s head back, place the syringe in the side of the mouth (this will force the 
animal to open their mouth), and slowly give the contents of the syringe. Close the mouth and rub their 
throat for a few seconds to ensure they swallow. If the medication is bitter tasting, it is normal for the 
cat to foam at the mouth. 
 
Eye Drops and Ointment: Do not ever touch the eye with the bottle or tube of medication. To administer 
eye drops, tilt the head back slightly, gently holding the eye lid open. Bring the bottle of drops over the 
eye and drop in the prescribed amount. 
 

To administer eye ointment, tilt the head back slightly, gently holding the eyelid open. Squeeze a small 
amount of ointment inside the lower eyelid. Close the eye to distribute the ointment evenly over the 
eye surface. 
 
Ear Drops and Ointment: Grasp the tip of the ear with one hand and hold the earflap perpendicular. 
With the other hand, drop in the prescribed number of drops or the amount of ointment. Continue to 
hold the ear firmly (to prevent head shaking), and massage the base of the ear to work the medication 
down inside the ear canal. 
 

Emergencies 
If you have an emergency during business hours, please contact PAWS and someone will advise you of 
the best course of action. After hours, please call or text the emergency phone number given to you. 
 

It is important as a foster parent to be able to interpret changes in an animal’s appearance, bodily 
functions and behavior in order to detect illness. 
 

The following are some symptoms that require immediate attention: 

• Labored breathing, excessive panting or incessant coughing 

• Vomiting of bile or blood 

• Severe diarrhea, especially when accompanied with vomiting  

• Pronounced limping or paralysis 

• Unconsciousness, seizures, uneven pupil dilation or fainting 
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• Marked behavior changes 
 

If a foster animal should pass away, please call us immediately! 

 

Socializing Kittens 
Daily socialization sessions are important in shaping the kittens’ future personality and emotional 
growth. Simple play and restraint exercises will familiarize a kitten with having its paws touched (front 
and back), mouth opened, and ears touched. Regular grooming sessions and body massages will prevent 
skin sensitivity or aversion to touch. It is vital to include petting, talking and playing with foster kittens 
and cats in order for them to develop good “people skills.” 
 

Litter Box Training 
Kittens begin litter box training right before they start weaning, and usually start trying to use a litter 
box around 3-4 weeks old, sometimes a little later if they are sick. Kittens do not have to be taught by 
either their mother or their human guardians to relieve themselves in soft, loose materials or to dig and 
bury their waste. This behavior is instinctive and kittens are born knowing how to do it. When choosing 
a litter box, make sure it is big enough for the litter but not so large that small kittens can’t get into it. 
For kittens, use non clumping litter and fill to a depth of two inches. Kittens tend to taste their litter and 
play in it which causes dust from clumping litter to solidify in their respiratory or digestive tracts. If litter 
is not available, shredded newspapers will do nicely.  
 

The litter box should be cleaned every day to keep it as clean as possible. Location of the litter box is 
important, too. Although many people want to place it in an out of the way place like the basement, it 
may not be the most desirable place for the cat. A small kitten may not be able to get down the stairs in 
time to relieve itself, or an adult cat that is new to the home may not remember where the litter box is if 
it is located in an area that the cat seldom frequents. You may have to compromise by placing the litter 
box in a location that affords the cat some privacy, but is also conveniently located.  

 

Vaccinations 
The distemper vaccination series typically starts at 6 weeks old. Foster kittens will need booster shots 
for feline distemper (FVRCP) every three weeks until they are 16 weeks old and a Rabies vaccination at 
around 12 weeks. A kitten’s final FVRCP and Rabies vaccine can be given at the time of spay/neuter if 
the timing is appropriate. If a kitten still has pending vaccines but is old enough for spay/neuter they can 
be adopted and the remaining vaccinations will be the responsibility of the adopter.  
 
Vaccinations can be given during our walk-in clinic hours from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday at Grays Ferry, and Friday/Saturday at Grant Avenue. Our walk-in clinics get busy, and services 
are offered on a first-come, first-served basis, so please plan accordingly. Nail trims, deworming, and 
weighing can also be performed, but any other medical issues require an appointment. Please be sure to 
bring your kittens’ A#s so we can update their records. If your kittens are sick and due for vaccinations, 
check with the foster department before bringing them in. 
 

Spay/Neuter Surgery 
Kittens can be altered once they reach 2.5 pounds (usually 10-12 weeks of age). All kittens must be 
100% healthy at the time of surgery. Cats six months or older should not have food or water after 10 
p.m. the night before their surgery. Kittens younger than six months can have food up until midnight. 
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Drop off for surgery is typically between 8-8:30 am and pick up is the same day between 4-5pm. 
Surgeries are performed by appointment only. To schedule, please contact the location of your choice:  
 

Grays Ferry:  email gfclinic@phillypaws.org or call 215-298-9680 ext. 0 
Grant Avenue:  email neclinic@phillypaws.org or call 215-545-9600 ext. 60 or 61 
 

Please provide you animal’s ID number (A number) which is located at the top of the kennel card. 
 

Recovery 
Following surgery, foster cats should have limited activity and limited use of stairs. Keep the incision dry 
and check daily for signs of infection. Do not allow the animals to lick or chew at stitches; e-collars will 
be provided. Please make sure to keep the collars on for a minimum of 10 days. Female adult cats take 
10 days to fully recover. Adult male cats take 7 days and kittens take 3-5 days to recover unless 
problems arise. Kittens hissing and acting like they hate each other is normal for up to 48 hours after 
surgery. You can separate them if need be. If you notice any redness, swelling, drainage from the 
incision site, lethargic behavior, or vomiting after 24 hours, please call or email your foster care contact 
to see if you need to bring them in to be seen by a veterinarian.  
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining PAWS in saving lives!  
As a foster care provider, you are giving an animal not just care and love,  
but another very special gift: a second chance at a full and wonderful life. 
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